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Report on the Special Exhibition “Ogawa, Masataka, the First Asian Discoverer of New Elements”

Hisamarsu Yoji

Abstract . This paper reports a special exhibition on the theme of chemist Ogawa, Masataka held at Ehime Prefectural

Science Museum in 2020. Ogawa was the first Asian person to report the discovery of a new element during the Meiji

period. The new element named nipponium is not listed in the Periodic Table, but it is nowadays evaluated that it was

rhenium. In this exhibition, Ogawa's scientific achievements and life were introduced in a wealth of physical materials.

Some of these materials were used to verify the correctness of the existence of nipponium. We conducted activities to

publicize Ogawa at the exhibition and accompanying events, and summarized the results and evaluations.
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