FIFER AR A EERFSEH  Bulletin of Ehime Prefectural Science Museum, No.28 (2023), p. 1 - 38

B &

FAR= M FZEDEE

AN

IE

Life of Inventor MinAMmI, Yoshitada
Hisamarsu Yoji

Abstract : This report summarizes the life and evaluates the achievements of MINAMI, Yoshitada, an Ehime inventor
who was born at the end of the Meiji era (1868-1912) and remained active through the period of rapid economic
growth in the Showa era (1926-1989). Although MINAMI is well known as the inventor of the automatic electric rice
cooker, his life story has not been told very often, and much of his life has not been revealed. In addition to obtaining
many testimonies from MINAMI's family, they have donated many actual materials related to MINAMI to Ehime
Prefectural Science Museum. This has allowed us to uncover MINAMI's life and activities from his childhood to his
later years, his entrepreneurial and inventive side, and his private life. We also provided a detailed history, track record,
and accurate evaluation of MINAMI's greatest invention, the automatic electric rice cooker. The life MINAMI led after
the success of the electric rice cooker is presented, as well as the evolution of the reputation given by the public during

his lifetime and after his death.
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