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Japanese Otter Lutra nippon and Its Fetus Found in Ehime Prefecture

NisuiMaki Toshiyuki, Yamapa Minoru, Kosayasir Shingo, Mivauchr Keisuke, Kawano Yoshiki,

Maepa Youichi and Ocgawa Motoyuki

Abstract : On February 7, 1954 in Ehime Prefecture, a Japanese otter Lutra nippon was discovered and captured. It

was a female adult with harboring two fetuses in the womb.

Fetuses were immersed and fixed in 10% formalin solution and kept in Ehime Prefectural Tobe Zoo. These had little

damage to the body surface, and little change and fade of body color caused by the fixative. The two fetuses whole-

body fixed with part of the umbilical cord were kept in excellent condition. In this paper, we report a discussion on

obtaining various information on the two-horn otter from these fetal samples.
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