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To What Extent the Common People Know the Organisms: Questionnaire about the Familiarity of Organisms

Mitsuzawa Aiko

Abstract : As a part of “Science Cafe’ held at the Ehime Prefectural Science Museum on 14th February, 2010, a

questionnaire was made to common people aged from 7 to 66 years old using questions with single choice options, to

know the familiarity of some organisms, especially lesser-known but the major marine organism Copepoda. Copepoda

was known by 4.5 % of the people. The results show that highly recognized organisms are 1) those which inhabit close

to human, 2) those which are commonly introduced as educational material, and 3) those which frequently appear on

mass-media because of having some unique feature. The answers also revealed that the familiarities in some organisms

were greatly different among the respondents’ generations.
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