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New Localities of Hynobius nebulosus (Temminck et Schlegel, 1838) in Ehime Prefecture with Notes on Habitats of the Species

Funwara Youichiro, IkeucH! Kazuya and KoBayasHi Shingo

Abstract : We found new localities of Hynobius nebulosus (Temminck et Schlegel, 1838) inhabiting water-flows and

small reservoirs in Imabari City, eastern part of Ehime Prefecture. New localities total 14 points at present, all of the

point are distributed about 40 meters above sea level. Localities were small irrigation channels for rice or vegetable

fields, fallow rice fields and swamps adjacent to these farmland. On some localities, ovipositional behavior and egg

case were observed. These localities were greatly influenced by farming and its appropriate management. However, in

depopulated or aging area, the abandonment of farming are developed very fast, there is growing concern between the

devastation of habitats and the extinction of local populations. In these localities, the abandonment of farming is the

major cause of crisis for basis of existence, nothing the development of housing lots, the improvement of rice fields

and reductions in rice acreage or changes of crops.
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