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The Remaining State of the Industrial Heritage of the Besshi Copper Mine
0 Shisaka Island Area, Miyakubo City, Ehime Prefecture O
Kumiko Y oshimura

The Besshi coppermine in Niihama City, Ehime prefecture distinguished as one of the most productive
coppermines in Japan, had produced about six hundred fifty thousand tons of copper from 1691 to 1973.
The copper as one of most important exports had made the great energy on the Japanese economy and industry. In

the 1970’s, the most productive coppermines in Japan were closed.

It is not clear how the coppermining technology developed, how the workers lived in those days. And there is little
record of the past. Gradually the oppotunity to ask the then workers directly about their experience of coppermining
has decreased in the present state of affairs. Although coppermining nolonger continues, the remnants of the
buildings and equipment can still be seen. This industrial heritage is invaluable for giving an account of the Besshi
coppermine in full flourish. In this report, the nature and condition of the coppermining remnants around the Shisaka
Island area where the smelting works was located, is described.
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